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PREFATORY  NOTE. 


It  seems  but  just  toward  Mr.  Robert  Batcheller  to  insist  that  his 
address  as  retiring  president,  shall  not  go  unchallenged.  He  speaks  all 
too  modestly  about  his  own  part  in  bringing  this  Quaboag  Historical 
Society  up  to  its  present  flourishing  condition. 

There  are  many  who  realize  that  the  largest  credit  is  due  him  for 
his  unstinted  efforts  in  behalf  of  the  organization.  In  heat  and  in  cold, 
in  fair  weather  or  in  foul,  his  zeal  has  been  unvarying  and  his  generosity 
unlimited.  Without  his  liberal  contributions  of  time,  money,  energy 
and  tact,  much  that  has  been  of  most  value  to  us  all  could  not  have  been 
brought  about. 

It  is  true  as  he  has  so  well  stated  that  our  secretary  went  about 
from  village  to  village,  like  Mercury  of  old,  carrying  his  contagious  en¬ 
thusiasm  wherever  he  went;  but  Mr.  Batcheller,  like  the  ruler  of  the 
Gods,  gave  definiteness  to  his  message  and  utilized  his  scattered-abroad 
energies  shaping  the  results  of  his  efforts. 

In  all  the  Towns  composing  this  society  there  had  been  and  were 
still,  souls  full  of  interest  in  the  past.  Men  and  women  keenly  alive  to 
the  historical  importance  of  the  region.  In  North  Brookfield  this  had 
some  years  ago,  culminated  in  the  Town  History. 

The  Society  therefore  has  been  built  upon  a  foundation  laid  deep 
through  the  labor  of  those  who  hitherto  have  worked.  But  the  genesis 
of  the  movement  seems  to  me  to  be  of  little  consequence  compared  with 
the  fact  that  it  is  and  is  largely  because  the  organizing  genius  and  un¬ 
selfish  interest  of  one  public  spirited  man  has  made  it  so. 

Mr.  Batcheller’s  presence  at  that  meeting  in  “  The  Manse v  in 
North  Brookfield,  may  have  been  accidental  but  it  was  none  the  less 
providential  since  in  all  the  Quaboag  district  he  was  the  one  person 
preeminently  adapted  to  lead  in  the  organization  of  the  Society. 

The  unflagging  interest  of  the  meetings,  the  absence  of  tiresome 
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details  of  business  routine,  the  careful  management  of  all  the  affairs  of 
the  society  and  the  fostering  of  the  spirit  of  genial  good  fellowship 
between  the  various  branches  of  the  organization,  have  all  been  due  to 
the  personal  oversight  of  the  president. 

As  one  who  knows,  how  disinterestedly  he  has  striven  from  the 
beginning  and  how  constantly  he  has  given  his  valuable  time  and 
strength  to  forwarding  the  work,  I  gladly  take  this  occasion  to  pay  hirri 
this  slight  personal  tribute  and  in  so  imperfect  a  manner  to  express  td 
him  the  gratitude  and  profound  esteem  of  all  the  members  for  the  valu¬ 
able  service  and  unbounded  enthusiasm  he  has  given  to  the  Quaboag 
Historical  Society. 

Joseph  J.  Spencer, 

“The  Manse,” 

North  Brookfield,  Mass. 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2017  with  funding  from 
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WORK  AND 
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(By  Robert  Batoheller,  President  of  the  Quaboag  Historical  Society,  1894-99.) 


After  a  service  of  five  years  as 
your  President,  I  today  retire  from 
the  office  with  which  you  have 
honored  me  ;  regretfully  relinquish¬ 
ing  duties  which  have  always  been 
congenial  and  delightful  ;  duties 
which  have  been  made  easy  by 
reason  of  the  loyal  and  united  sup¬ 
port  given  at  all  times  by  every 
officer  and  member  of  the  Society. 

I  welcome  this  opportunity  of 
expressing  to  you  all  my  sincere 
thanks  for  the  many  evidences  of 
confidence  and  good-will  you  have, 
shown  me  in  the  five  pleasant 
years  that  are  just  closing. 

Any  regret  I  might  feel  in  re¬ 
tiring  from  the  presidency  of  this 
flourishing  Society  is  however  en¬ 
tirely  offset  by  the  knowledge  that 
I  am  turning  it  over  into  the  abler 
hands  of  my  warm  friend  and  suc¬ 
cessor,  Governor  Daniel  H.  Cham¬ 
berlain,  in  whose  election  today 
the  Society  has  not  only  done  it¬ 


self  high  honor,  but  has  greatly 
advanced  itself  in  distinction  and 
power  for  usefulness. 

For  many  reasons  it  has  seemed 
proper  and  desirable  that  a  little 
history  of  the  organization  and 
first  five  years’  work  of  the  Oua- 
boag  Historical  Society  should  be 
written  at  this  time,  while  events 
are  fresh  in  our  minds,  in  order 
that  the  facts  may  be  established 
beyond  question,  and  proper  credit 
given  where  it  is  due. 

It  is  probable  that  inaccuracies 
and  omissions  will  be  noted  as  this 
sketch  proceeds  ;  and  I  would  be 
glad  if  my  friends  will  hasten  to 
correct  any  mistakes  they  may 
notice,  and  also  furnish  any  addi¬ 
tional  information  they  may  pos¬ 
sess,  so  that  the  story  may  be  cor¬ 
rect,  and  as  complete  as  possible. 

The' first  question  that  presents 
itself  is  the  very  natural  one:  — 
How  came  the  Quaboag  Historical 
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here  stood 

THE  FORTIFIED  HOUSE; 

BESIEGED  Hi  KING  PHIUP’S 
AUG. 2~4, 1675. 


HERE  STOOD 

FORT  GILBERT 

BUILT  ABOUT  1688  TO  PROTECT 
•  SECONO  SETTLEMENTS. 
j^oOKfiELD  (CAUWQUABOAC) 
INDIAN  RAIOS.v/  .; 


TH&;*ElC 

•ATTTHICH 

MAJ.  WILSON 

WAS  SHOT 


inbian  fits ck 


HISTORIC  SPOTS  IN  WEST  BROOKFIELD. 


Society  to  be  formed  ? 

To  begin  with,  Massachusetts 
takes  the  lead,  over  all  the  States, 
in  educational  matters  ;  and  her 
people  for  a  generation  or  more,  in 
every  part  of  the  Commonwealth, 


have  been  organizing  societies  for 
historical  research. 

It  was  “in  the  air,”  so  to  speak, 
for  communities  where  there  was 
Indian  and  Colonial  and  Revolu¬ 
tionary  history  of  note  to  form 
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historical  societies.  It  was  in 
people’s  minds  ;  but  of  course,  in 
any  case,  it  needed  special  effort 
to  crystallize  it  into  active,  organ¬ 
ized  life. 

In  our  case  it  seems  to  me  that 
there  were  two  special  influences 
to  which  credit  should  primarily  be 
given. 

The  first  was  the  fact  that  Rufus 
Putnam,  the  distinguished  General 
and  Engineer  in  the  Revolutionary 
War,  the  friend  of  Washington, 
and  the  organizer  and  founder  of 
the  Ohio  Settlement  at  Marietta, 
had  been  a  citizen  of  North  Brook¬ 
field  for  many  years,  until  he  re¬ 
moved  in  1781  to  our  beautiful 
sister  town  of  Rutland,  which  very 
properly  receives  credit  for  being 
his  residence  when  his  plans  for 
the  development  of  the  Northwest 
Territory  were  being  matured. 

Putnam’s  fame  has  grown  stead¬ 
ily  during  the  century  ;  and  has 
received  within  a  few  years  added 
distinction  from  the  masterly  expo¬ 
sition  of  his  services  to  the  Nation 
by  Senator  George  Frisbee  Hoar, 
of  our  own  State  and  County ; 
and  it  was  clearly  recognized  that 
any  town  has  reason  to  be  proud 
of  having  had  his  name  a  part  of 
its  history. 

It  was  argued  with  reason  that  if 
Rufus  Putnam  had  conferred  dis¬ 
tinction  upon  Rutland  by  living 
there  eight  years';  then  surely 
North  Brookfield,  in  the  old  Qua- 
boag  Grant  of  1660,  should  be  no 
less  distinguished,  for  “the  Yankee 
Millwright”  had  been  a  resident 


of  that  town  for  seven  and  twenty 
years  during  the  French  and  In¬ 
dian  and  Revolutionary  Wars,  and 
until  his  removal  to  Rutland. 

When  North  Brookfield  dedi¬ 
cated  the  Haston  Memorial  Li¬ 
brary,  September  20th,  1894,  Sena¬ 
tor  Hoar  paid  a  splendid  tribute  to 
Rufus  Putnam  in  his  address  upon 
that  occasion ;  and  I  feel  sure  that 
what  he  said  so  ably  that  day  pre¬ 
pared  our  minds  in  that  town  for 
the  formation  of  a  Society  of  this 
kind. 

A  month  later,  I  was  honored  by 
an  invitation  from  the  late  General 
Francis  A.  Walker  to  accompany 
him  to  Rutland,  to  attend  on  Oc¬ 
tober  20th,  a  gathering  of  promin¬ 
ent  men  from  all  parts  of  the  State 
who  proposed  starting  a  movement 
to  purchase  the  old  Putnam  house 
in  that  town  and  preserve  it  as  a 
historical  monument. 

Senator  Hoar  was  the  central 
figure  in  that  meeting,  and  around 
him  were  grouped  Edward  Everett 
Hale,  General  Walker,  Edwin  D. 
Mead,  Rev.  Dr.  Conaty,  Stephen 
Salisbury,  Burton  W.  Potter,  Rev. 
Dr.  Merriman,  Archibald  Howe, 
Samuel  Green,  and  many  others. 

North  Brookfield,  I  am  happy  to 
say,  was  well  represented  on  that 
occasion  ;  and  we  all  followed  with 
the  deepest  interest  the  dramatic 
story  of  Putnam’s  life  as  it  fell 
from  the  eloquent  lips  of  Massa¬ 
chusetts’  Senior  Senator. 

The  meeting  was  a  success  and 
the  Putnam  mansion  was  saved.  I 
have  always  felt  that  this  Rutland 
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meeting  in  honor  of  Putnam,  fol¬ 
lowing  so  closely  upon  Senator 
Hoar’s  tribute  to  him  at  the  dedi¬ 
cation  of  the  Haston  Library,  had  a 
profound  effect  upon  the  people  of 
North  Brookfield,  and  stimulated 
them  to  organize  for  the  sort  of 
work  we  are  doing. 

We  now  come  to  the  second  of 
the  two  influences  which,  in  my 
opinion,  contributed  most  power¬ 
fully  to  the  formation  of  this 
Society. 

Among  the  representatives  from 
North  Brookfield  who  were  present 
at  the  Rutland  meeting  was  one 
especially  ardent  enthusiast,  whose 
interest  in  our  local  history  had 
for  many  years  been  intelligent 
and  unflagging. 

The  week  before  the  Rutland 
meeting  he  had  written  under  date 
of  October  12th, in  the  North  Brook¬ 
field  Journal,  what  was  practically 
a  call  for  the  formation  of  a  North 
Brookfield  Historical  Society,  for 
at  that  time  there  was  no  thought 
of  combining  with  other  towns. 

In  this  article  he  went  on  to  ex¬ 
press  a  belief  that  one  hundred 
charter  members  could  easily  be 
obtained,  and  added  prophetically* 
enough  that  ‘‘  everything .  perns' 
ripe  for  the  consummation  of  some¬ 
thing  of  this  kind.” 

He  returned  from  Rutland  to 
his  newspaper  work  in  North 
Brookfield  simply  bubbling  over 
with  enthusiasm.  “We.  must  form 
a  Historical  Society,”  said  he  ;  “for 
we  have  as  much  right  as  has 
Rutland  to  claim  General  Putnam 


for  our  own  ;  for  not  only  did  he 
live  here  many  years  but  he  buried 
a  son  in  our  old  cemetery  ;  and 
not  only  in  that,  but  in  many  other 
things  are  we  rich  historically  ;  so 
let  us  make  use  of  our  wealth.” 

My  friends,  I  hardly  need  speak 
the  name  of  the  founder  of  the 
Quaboag  Historical  Society  ;  for  I 
see  you  all  know  to  whom  I  refer. 

PTom  the  start  he  has  served  us 
actively  and  efficiently,  not  only  as 
Clerk  and  Treasurer  of  the  Society, 
but  also  as  general  aid  in  all  times 
of  effort  and  difficulty. 

I  am  very  glad  to  have  this  op- 
portuuity  of  paying  publicly  this 
proper  tribute  to  my  friend  and 
fellow-worker,  Mr.  George  H. 
Larkum. 

In  giving  first  place  to  these 
two  influences  as  of  most  import¬ 
ance  in  leading  to  the  formation  of 
our  Society,  it  must  not  be  thought 
that  I  overlook  the  many  notable 
events  in  the  history  of  Quaboag 
and  the  towns  into  which  it  was 
afterwards  divided ;  these  being 
forces  which  certainly  gave  a  wid¬ 
ened  interest  in  the  work  we  sought 
to  do. 

Of  such  events  were,  among 
others;  the  tragedy  of  the  Wheeler 
Surprise  in  1675,  followed  by  the 
siege  by  the  Indians  of  the  Ayres’ 
house  on  Foster  Hill,  and  its 
dramatic  relief  by  the  troops  under 
Major  Willard  ;  the  Indian  assault 
on  the  Woolcott  family  ;  the  career 
of  Captain  Thomas  Baker  in  the 
French  and  Indian  Wars  ;  the  dis¬ 
tinguished  services  of  Brigadier 
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Joseph  Dwight,  the  second  in  com¬ 
mand  under  General  William  Pep¬ 
pered  at  the  capture  of  Louisburg, 
the  “  Gibraltar  of  America  ”  ;  and 
the  splendid  record  of  Hon.  Jede- 
diah  Foster,  as  patriot  and  law¬ 
maker  in  the  Revolution. 

These  well  known  facts  contrib¬ 
uted  greatly  to  the  interest  in  our 
organization,  and  very  properly  so  ; 
but  I  feel  that  I  am  right  in  giving 
the  main  credit  for  the  creation  of 
our  Society  to  the  two  influences  I 
have  mentioned. 

The  movement  began  to  crystal¬ 
lize  in  North  Brookfield  simply  be¬ 
cause  Mr.  Larkum  happened  to 


live  there ;  and  because  he  had 
fortunately  possessed  for  a  long 
time  in  that  town  two  strong  and 
sympathetic  supporters  in  his  en¬ 
thusiasm  for  historical  work  in  the 
persons  of  Rev.  Joseph  J.  Spencer, 
and  Major  Nathaniel  H.  Foster. 

These  three  talked  the  matter 
over  time  and  again,  with  especial 
interest  after  the  Rutland  meeting 
which  seems  to  have  been  the 
spark  that  started  the  blaze.  As 
they  discussed  it  informally  the 
plan  was  soon  broadened  out  “  to 
include  the  Brookfields  and  New 
Braintree,”  as  we  note  in  an  item 
of  the  North  Brookfield  Journal  of 


12 


November  9th  of  ’94,  which  was 
do'ubtless  written  by  Mr.  Larkum. 

The  inclusion  of  Warren  had  not 
apparently  been  decided  upon  at 
that  time. 

Several  little  meetings  of  not 
over  half  a  dozen  people  were  held 
in  Mr.  Spencer’s  house  early  in 
November  of  1894.  Two  or  three 
f  this  number  dropped  out  after 
the  first  meeting,  leaving  Messrs. 
Larkum,  Spencer  and  Foster  to 
work  alone. 

Personally  I  was  a  sort  of  acci¬ 
dent.  I  happened  to  be  calling  at 
Mr.  Spencer’s  on  the  occasion  of 
the  second  meeting,  and  was  asked 
to  attend  the  little  conference.  I 
was  glad  to  help  all  I  could  ;  but  I 
must  confess  that  I  thought  at  the 
time  that  Mr.  Larkum  was  over- 
enthusiastic,  although  I  didn’t  tell 
him  so  ;  for  I  admire  and  believe 
in  enthusiasm. 

At  that  time  the  plan  had  ad¬ 
vanced  far  beyond  a  North  Brook¬ 
field  Historical  Society.  It  seems 
that  it  had  been  broadened  out  first 
to  combine  the  three  Brookfields  ; 
then  after  a  little  interval  to  add 
New  Braintree  ;  and  finally  to  take 
in  Warren,  and  thus  to  make  the 
contemplated  organization  embrace 
all  the  towns  carved  in  whole  or  in 
part  from  the  old  Quaboag  Grants 
of  1660  and  1719. 

It  fell  to  Mr.  Spencer  and  Major 
Foster  to  outline  a  plan  of  organ¬ 
ization  for  the  Society,  and  to  make 
the  necessary  rules  for  its  govern¬ 
ment  ;  while  for  his  part  of  the 
work  Mr.  Larkum  went  from  town 


to  town  arousing  enthusiasm  and 
gaining  everywhere  recruits  from 
among  the  prominent  men  and 
women. 

The  movement  soon  reached  a 
point  where  it  seemed  practicable 
to  have  a  conference  of  prominent 
people  from  all  five  towns  ;  and  on 
the  afternoon  of  December  5th, 
1894,  a  meeting  was  held  in  the 
basement  of  the  Haston  Library 
in  North  Brookfield  which  was  at¬ 
tended  by  some  thirty  men  and 
women  representing  every  part  of 
Old  Quaboag. 

Mr.  Spencer  called  the  meeting 
to  order,  and  I  was  chosen  Chair¬ 
man,  with  Mr.  Larkum  installed 
as  Secretary.  We  discussed  the 
proposed  organization  very  fully 
and  but  one  view,  that  of  entire 
approval,  was  expressed  by  the 
various  speakers,  among  whom 
were  Mr.  Wm.  Bowdoin  of  New 
Braintree;  Rev.  B.  M.  Frink,  Dr. 
A.  G.  Blodgett,  Mr.  J.  T.  Wood, 
and  Mr.  J.  G.  Shackley  of  West 
Brookfield  ;  Hon.  George  W.  John¬ 
son  and  Mr.  E.  H.  Stoddard  of 
Brookfield,  and  Miss  Addie  Ayres 
of  North  Brookfield. 

Among  others,  I  think  there 
were  present  that  day  Dr.  J.  W. 
Hastings,  Mr.  D.  G.  Hitchcock  and 
Mr.  I.  E.  Moore  of  Warren  ;  Mr.  L. 
H.  R.  Gass  and  Dr.  D.  W.  Hodg¬ 
kins  of  Brookfield ;  and  Major  N. 
H.  Foster  of  North  Brookfield  ;  as 
well  as  the  following  ladies,  Mrs. 
Bowdoin,  Mrs.  Frink  and  Mrs. 
Spencer. 

It  was  then  and  there  decided 
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unanimously  to  form  the  Quaboag 
Historical  Society  ;  and  a  Commit¬ 
tee  on  Organization  was  selected 
consisting  of  the  following  seven 
gentlemen:  —  Messrs.  J.  J.  Spen¬ 
cer,  N.  H.  Foster,  G.  H.  Larkum, 
Geo.  W.  Johnson,  J.  T.  Wood,  Wm. 
Bowdoin  and  J.  W.  Hastings,  who 
were  instructed  to  prepare  a  Con¬ 
stitution,  and  arrange  all  the  de¬ 
tails  for  the  organization  which 
was  to  be  effected  December  26, 
1894,  at  a  meeting  to  be  held  in 
the  Town  Hall  of  North  Brookfield. 

It  was  further  decided  in  order 
to  launch  the  Society  in  good 
shape  to  ask  Senator  Hoar  to  give 
us  his  Rufus  Putnam  Marietta  ad¬ 
dress  on  that  occasion  ;  and  Mr. 
Spencer  succeeded  in  obtaining 
his  valuable  services  by  a  visit  to 
Worcester. 

That  meeting  of  December  26th 
was  a  great  success.  Senator  Hoar 
was  at  his  best  ;  and  in  our  Chair¬ 
man,  Hon.  Geo.  W.  Johnson,  we 
had  a  presiding  officer  of  great 
tact,  dignity  and  ability. 

We  formed  our  organization, 
enrolled  one  hundred  members? 
elected  the  following  officers  :  — 

President. 

Robert  Batcheller,  North  Brookfield 

VICE  PRESIDENTS. 

Geo.  W.  Johnson,  Brookfield 

Joseph  T.  Wood,  West  Brookfield 

J.  W.  Hastings,  Warren 

Wm.  Bowdoin,  New  Braintree 

TREASURER. 

George  H.  Larkum,  North  Brookfield 

CLERK. 

George  H.  Larkum,  North  Brookfield 

DIRECTORS. 

Jos.  J.  Spencer.  North  Brookfield 

D.  W.  Hodgkins,  Brookfield 

L.  H.  R.  Gass,  Brookfield 


A.  G.  Blodgett, 
J.  G.  Shackley, 
D.  G.  Hitchcock, 
I.  E.  Moore, 

Geo.  K.  Tnfts. 
Jas.  E.  Barr, 


West  Brookfield 
West  Brookfield 
Warren 
Warren 
New  Braintree 
New  Braintree 


You  have  probably  all  noticed 
how  few  changes  have  been  made 
during  these  five  years  in  our  board 
of  officers. 

I  don’t  remember  just  how  it 
happened,  but  we  soon  discovered 
that  if  we  wished  a  proper  organ¬ 
ization  it  must  be  effected  under 
the  laws  of  the  Commonwealth ; 
and  naturally  this  was  easily  ar¬ 
ranged  a  couple  of  months  later  in 
Warren,  when  on  February  5,  1895, 
we  organized  in  due  form  and  took 
out  the  Massachusetts  Charter 
under  which  we  have  thus  far 
flourished. 

It  has  always  seemed  to  me  that 
we  were  singularly  fortunate  in  the 
way  in  which  our  Society  was  con¬ 
stituted. 

An  examination  of  the  list  of 
similar  Societies  in  the  State  will 
show  that  a  great  majority  of  them 
take  in  but  a  single  town,  while 
we  have  the  good  fortune  to  have 
five  distinct  towns  associated  to¬ 
gether. 

It  was  certainly  our  great  good 
luck  that  the  original  settlers 
under  the  old  Quaboag  Grants 
of  1660  and  1719  wanted  plenty  of 
room,  and  secured  so  large  a  block 
of  land  on  which  to  start  their 
town. 

As  time  went  on  and  different 
settlements  were  built  up,  one 
town  after  another  was  partitioned 
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off  and  organized  independently, 
so  that  today  Brookfield,  (which 
includes  East  Brookfield)  North 
Brookfield,  West  Brookfield  and 
Warren  have  been  carved  out  of 
the  old  Quaboag  Grants,  and  in 
addition  to  these,  New  Braintree 
received  a  slice  from  Quaboag  to 
add  to  her  domain,  thus  giving  us 
the  fortunate  chance  to  claim  her 
in  our  membership. 

We  became  a  sort  of  federation, 
and  as  I  look  back  upon  our  five 
years  of  delightful  and  useful  cor¬ 
porate  life,  it  seems  to  me  that 
this  has  proved  a  most  important 
factor  in  our  steady  and  sound  de¬ 
velopment. 

After  a  couple  of  years’  experi¬ 


ence,  we  wisely  decided  to  have 
but  three  meetings  a  year,  instead 
of  five  as  originally  planned,  these 
three  to  consist  of  an  annual  meet¬ 
ing  some  time  in  December,  at 
which  our  officers  were  to  be  elec¬ 
ted  and  the  bulk  of  the  year’s  bus¬ 
iness  transacted,  and  then  two 
F'ield  Days  so-called,  one  in  the 
spring  or  early  summer;  the  other 
in  the  fall. 

The  December  meeting  being  in 
the  cold  season  was  an  afternoon, 
indoor  affair,  while  the  Field  Days 
were  usually  all-day  outings  with 
excursions]  to  historic  spots,  be¬ 
sides  addresses  and  exercises  in¬ 
doors. 

By  having  only  three  meetings 
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a  year  to  be  divided  among  our 
five  associated  towns,  it  gave  each 
town  practically  a  meeting  but 
once  in  two  years;  and  the  officers 
always  tried  to  arrange  that  they 
should  be  properly  rotated  so  as  to 
give  each  town  its  reasonable  share 
of  winter  and  summer  gatherings. 

Thus  no  town  had  a  chance  to 
get  tired  of  its  work,  or  to  become 
indifferent  by  reason  of  the  ex¬ 
haustion  of  its  points  of  interest. 

Again,  there  was  always  a  cer¬ 
tain  novelty  and  added  pleasure  in 
meeting  each  time  in  a  different 
town,  under  varying  scenes  and 
conditions,  and  we’Jalways  looked 
forward  to  the  renewal  of  friend¬ 
ships  which,  with  pardonable  pride, 
we  feel  our  Society  has  done  so 
much  to  promote  between  the 
members  from  the  different  towns. 

I  can  testify  to  the  benefit  and 
pleasure  they  have  been  to  me 
personally,  these  friendly  gather¬ 
ings  thrice  a  year  to  look  into  each 
other’s  faces;  to  visit  points  of  in¬ 
terest;  to  listen  to  valuable  and 
delightful  addresses;  and  to  be  en- 
tertained^by  music,  and  refreshed 
by  the  collations  so  hospitably 
offered. 

If  the  Quaboag  Historical  Soci¬ 
ety  had  done  nothing  else  but 
bring  our  towns  more  closely  to¬ 
gether  and^  thus  lead  to  our  know¬ 
ing  each  other  better,  it  would 
have  served  a  useful  purpose;  but 
we  all  know  that  it  has  done  far 
more  than  that. 

Our  being  a  federation  of  Branch 
Societies,  so  to  speak,  developed 


another  most  important  fact.  The 
rock  on  which  most  Societies  split 
is  the  matter  of  finances.  Natur¬ 
ally,  entertainments  cannot  be 
given,  or  work  of  any  kind  carried 
on  without  expense,  and  that  means 
annual  dues  or  frequent  assess¬ 
ments  upon  the  members. 

The  Directors  decided  at  the 
outset  to  rotate  the  meetings  from 
one  town  to  another,  and  to  have 
the  Branch  Societies  arrange  for 
and  furnish  all  the  entertainment 
at  the  meetings  without  any  aid 
from  the  Society’s  treasury. 

As  the  meetings  came  but  once 
in  two  years,  and  as  we  had  wisely 
started  in  on  simple  and  inexpen¬ 
sive  lines,  the  burden  never  be¬ 
came  heavy  upon  any  of  our 
branches,  and  they  easily  carried 
it  from  pride  in  their  town,  and 
from  earnest  enthusiasm  in  the 
good  work. 

Thus  the  treasury  has  had  but 
a  few  drafts  upon  it,  and  we  have 
gone  for  five  years  with  but  a  sin¬ 
gle  small  assessment — that  of  1895. 
Personally,  I  feel  that  our  treas¬ 
ury  ought  hereafter  to  be  prepared 
to  meet  occasionally  the  expense 
of  printing  and  distributing  among 
our  members  such  addresses  of 
local  value  as  might  be  decided 
upon  by  the  Directors;  and  I  hope 
that  this  will  be  done  in  the  future. 

At  the  start  North  Brookfield 
was  made  the  headquarters  of  the 
Society  because  we  could  thus 
have  for  the  security  of  our  papers 
the  fire-proof  vaults  of  the  Haston 
Library,  and  also  because  in  the 
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same  building  we  found  a  conven¬ 
ient  committee  meeting  place. 
Possibly  the  fact  that  the  offices 
of  President,  Clerk  and  Treasurer 
were  at  the  start  held  by  residents 
of  North  Brookfield  had  some 
weight  in  arriving  at  that  decision. 

From  the  beginning  the  policy 
was  adopted  of  giving  to  each 
branch  the  fullest  liberty  in  decid¬ 
ing  all  details  of  its  own  meetings, 
the  Society’s  general  officers  help¬ 
ing  in  every  way  to  assist,  but 
never  to  direct.  All  that  the  Di¬ 
rectors  have  done  was  to  say  which 
town  should  hold  the  next  meet¬ 
ing,  leaving  the  date  and  all  ar¬ 
rangements  in  full  control  of  the 
local  authorities.  This  plan  has  in 
every  way  worked  adnrrably. 

Our  fifteen  Directors  who  con¬ 
trol  the  affairs  of  the  Society,  in¬ 
clude  the  President,  four  Vice- 
Presidents,  the  Clerk  and  Treas¬ 
urer  (these  two  offices  being  held 
by  Mr.  Larkum)  and  nine  others. 
Each  of  our  five  towns  has  either 
a  President  or  a  Vice  President, 
and  in  addition  two  other  repre¬ 
sentatives  on  the  Board,  all  towns 
thus  faring  alike,  and  having  all 
told  three  officers  out  of  a  total  of 
fifteen;  and  it  has  always  been  the 
rule  to  meet  the  wishes  of  the  in¬ 
dividual  towns  in  the  matter  of 
filling  vacancies. 

That  women  as  well  as  men 
should  be  members  of  the  Society 
was  at  the  start  decided  affirma¬ 
tively  without  discussion —  no  one 
ever  suggested  or  thought  of  do¬ 
ing  anything  else;  and  our  Society 


would  never  have  succeeded  as  it 
has  without  the  hearty  and  gener¬ 
ous  support  that  they  have  always 
given  us. 

I  would  like  to  glance  back  with 
you  over  our  five  year’s  work  and 
note  what  we  have  accomplished 
in  that  short  time. 

I  have  already  spoken  of  the 
first  meeting  December  26,  ’94, 
at  North  Brookfield,  when  we  made 
our  informal  organization.  That 
was  followed  by  our  formal  organ¬ 
ization  in  Warren,  February  5th, 
1895,  as  already  mentioned;  but 
there  were  no  exercises  at  that 
time,  and  my  chief  recollection  of 
that  day  is  of  the  warmth  of  the 
welcome  Warren  gave  us  in  her 
charming  Library  Building,  which 
contrasted  so  delightfully  with  the 
howling  blizzard  without. 

jt  jt 

Then  followed  our  first  Field 
Day,  that  cf  June  5th,  1895,  when 
West  Brookfield  under  the  leader¬ 
ship  of  Vice-President  J.  T.  Wood, 
and  Messrs.  Blodgett,  Shackley 
and  Lynde  provided  a  rare  enter¬ 
tainment.  We  inspected  in  the 
morning  their  fine  collection  of 
antiquities  in  the  Merriam  Library, 
and  strolled  to  the  old  cemetery, 
where  Mr.  S.  V.  White  told  us  of 
the  victims  of  the  Indian  Massacre 
of  1710,  who  were  buried  there. 

It  was  in  this  little  graveyard 
that  I  had  the  first  opportunity 
after  twenty-one  years  of  grasping 
the  hand  of  my  friend  Governor 
Chamberlain ;  and  of  being  intro 


duced  by  him  to  his  brother,  the 
Rev.  Leander  T.  Chamberlain, 
who  half  an  hour  later  in  the 
Church  held  us  literally  spell¬ 
bound  as  he  delivered  entirely 
without  notes  his  splendid  and 
eloquent  address  on  Old  Brook¬ 
field.  That  was  an  hour  of  delight, 
and  one  never  to  be  forgotten  by 
those  fortunate  enough  to  be  pres¬ 
ent.  Happily  this  address  has 
been  preserved  to  us  in  pamphlet 


ond  in  command  at  the  capture  of 
Louisburg,  was  a  Brookfield  man, 
and  built  the  house  on  Foster  Hill 
in  which  his  son-in-law,  Hon.  Jed- 
ediah  Foster  lived,  which  almost 
leads  one  to  think  that  the  hill 
might  well  have  been  called 
“Dwight  Hill”  instead  of  “Foster 
Hill.” 

We  finished  the  day  by  driving 
up  on  Foster  Hill,  where  by  the 
energy  ot  Mr.  Carl  D.  Richardson 
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form  by  the  kindness  of  the  author. 

After  lunch  we  re-assembled  in 
the  church  and  had  short  talks 
full  of  local  interest  by  Hon.  E.  B. 
Lynde  and  Dr.  A.  G.  Blodgett, 
together  with  a  thoughtful,  elo¬ 
quent  and  all  too  short  address  by 
Governor  Chamberlain  on  subjects 
suggested  by  the  meeting  that  day. 
In  closing  we  had  the  pleasure  of 
a  few  words  from  our  guest,  Mr. 
Henry  Willians  Dwight  of  Au- 
burndale,  whose  great  grandfather, 
Brigadier  Joseph  Dwight,  the  see- 


and  others  the  following  historic 
spots  had  been  properly  marked 
with  flags:— The  old  Foster  House, 
Whitefield  Rock,  Indian  Rock,  the 
site  of  the  First  and  Second 
churches;  and  most  famous  of  all 
the  site  of  Sergeant  Ayres’  house 
which  withstood  the  Indian  attack 
and  siege  in  1675,  and  its  old  well. 

West  Brookfield’s  hospitality 
and  forethought  had  been  weighed 
and  not  found  wanting.  That  was 
indeed  a  day  to  be  marked  with  a 
white  stone— and  speaking  of  mark- 
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ing  with  white  stones  reminds  me 
that  I  wish  here  to  testify  to  the 
good  work  of  Mr.  Richardson  in 
securing  within  two  years  of  that 
meeting  properly  inscribed  mark¬ 
ing  stones  for  these  very  points  of 
interest.  Never  do  I  drive  over 
Foster  Hill  but  I  feel  thankful  to 
him  for  his  energy  and  thoughtful¬ 
ness  in  our  cause. 

The  Fall  Field  Day  of  1895  fell 
to  our  good  friends  of  New  Brain¬ 
tree,  with  whom  we  foregathered 
October  1st,  all  hands  meeting  at 
Sucker  Brook,  below  the  Pepper 
House,  and  driving  thence  to  the 
Wenimisset  Meadows  so  that  we- 
might  see  for  ourselves  these  two 
rivals  for  the  honor  of  being  the 
scene  of  the  Wheeler  Surprise  of 
1675. 

Whenever  we  drive  over  the 
beautiful  hills  of  New  Braintree 
we  always  feel  that  it  is  good  to  be 
alive,  and  that  was  especially  true 
of  that  beautiful  October  day. 
How  good  the  green  corn  tasted 
at  the  lunch  at  the  Town  Hall 
after  our  drive ;  and  how  warm 
and  hearty  was  the  greeting  we  re¬ 
ceived!  At  the  exercises  which 
followed  in  the  afternoon  the  topic 
was  the  much  mooted  one  of  where 
the  Wheeler  Surprise  occurred. 
We  were  favored  by  having  Messrs. 
William  Bowdoin,  Geo.  K.  Tufts 
and  J.  E.  Barr,  all  of  New  Brain¬ 
tree,  enlighten  us  on  this  subject, 
the  drift  of  opinion  being  unmis¬ 
takably  in  favor  of  the  Wenimisset 
pite. 


The  discussion  resulted  in  a 
Committee  consisting  of  Messrs. 
Geo.  H.  Larkum,  Wm.  Bowdoin 
and  Carl  D.  Richardson  being  se¬ 
lected  to  examine  all  claims  and  if 
possible  locate  the  scene  of  the 
Wheeler  Surprise,  and  later  on 
make  to  the  Society  a  report  of 
their  findings. 

Our  annual  meeting  of  Dec.  3d, 
1895,  was  held  by  the  North 
Brookfield  Branch  in  the  Union 
Church  in  that  town  in  the  after¬ 
noon.  Our  first  year’s  work  was 
reviewed;  and  the  old  board  of 
officers  duly  elected.  It  was  on 
this  day  that  Mr  Wilson  H.  Fair- 
bank  succeeded  the  late  Dr  j.  W. 
Hastings  as  our  Vice-President 
from  Warren 

Mr.  Edwin  D.  Mead  of  Boston, 
the  Editor  of  the  “New  England 
Magazine,”  who  had  labored  dili¬ 
gently  in  the  saving  of  the  old 
Putnam  house  in  Rutland  the  year 
before,  was  the  principal  speaker 
of  the  afternoon,  delivering  most 
forcefully  his  splendid  address  on 
‘•The  Study  of  History,”  which 
proved  of  the  deepest  interest  to 
all  who  were  present. 

Our  late  member,  Deacon  James 
Miller  of  North  Brookfield,  one  of 
the  leading  men  in  our  district, 
and  one  of  my  own  most  intimate 
and  valued  friends,  followed  with 
an  interesting  paper  on  “The  In¬ 
corporation  of  the  Town  of  North 
Brookfield,”  which  will  always 
prove  a  valuable  contribution  to 
the  Society’s  literature. 
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Our  first  year’s  work  had  been 
very  successful;  and  our  Society 
was  now  firmly  intrenched  in  the 
good  will  of  the  community.  We 
were  doing  good  work,  and  our 
membership  grew  apace. 

-j*  -J* 

February  4th,  1896,  was  the  date 
of  our  next  meeting,  which  was 
held  in  the  Congregational  Church 
at  Warren  in  the  afternoon,  Vice 
President  J.  T.  Wood  of  West 
Brookfield  acting  as  the  presiding 
officer.  I  wish  at  this  point  to  ex¬ 
press  my  sense  of  the  loss  our  So 
ciety  sustained  when  Mr.  Wood 
left  our  district  to  take  up  his  life 
work  in  the  neighboring  town  of 
Ware,  thus  depriving  us  of  his 
active  and  intelligent  co-operation. 

On  this  occasion  we  heard  with 
pleasure  about  “Lexington  Life  of 
One  Hundred  and  Twenty  Years 
Ago,”  from  Rev.  Carleton  A. 
Staples  of  Lexington;  and  listened 
to  Mr.  Danforth  Keyes’  paper  on 
“The  Early  History  of  Warren,” 
which  was  read  for  him  by  Mrs. 
Lottie  Demond.  The  exercises 
closed  with  remarks  by  Dr.  Geo. 
C  Cutler  on  “The  Indians  of  Three 
Hundred  Years  Ago.”  Later  fol¬ 
lowed  a  collation  extended  to  us 
by  the  Warren  Branch,  which  on 
this,  as  on  all  other  occasions,  cer¬ 
tainly  gave  our  Society  the  “glad 
hand.” 

&  £ 

It  didn’t  seem  long  to  us  before 
Brookfield  sent  out  her  welcome 
invitations  for  a  Field  Day  for 


June  17,  1896,  and  we  all  met  there 
to  pass  that  holiday  afternoon  in 
the  Unitarian  Church  where  the 
Pastor,  Rev.  W.  L,  Walsh,  took 
pride  in  showing  us  the  commun¬ 
ion  service  which  was  made  in 
1768  by  Paul  Revere,  whose  name 
is  not  wholly  unknown  in  Massa^ 
chusetts.  “Colonial  Life  in  Cen¬ 
tral  Massachusetts,”  was  the  theme 
of  the  address  of  the  afternoon, 
and  it  was  made  most  interesting 
by  Mr.  Burton  W.  Potter  of  Wor¬ 
cester,  who  was  at  the  time,  I  be¬ 
lieve,  President  of  the  Society  of 
Antiquity  of  that  city,  and  who 
had  an  added  claim  to  our  regard 
by  reason  of  his  help  in  saving  the 
old  Putnam  house  in  Rutland. 

The  special  guest  and  figure  of 
the  day  was  the  venerable  Dr. 
Lyman  Whiting  of  East  Charle- 
mont,  whose  life  work  in  the  min¬ 
istry  was  begun  years  ago  in 
Brookfield,  and  was  followed  later 
by  a  close  association  in  the  labors 
of  Rev.  Thomas  Snell  that  grand 
old  man  of  North  Brookfield. 

Dr.  Whiting  made  no  lengthy 
address,  for  his  purpose  in  attend¬ 
ing  our  meeting  was  simply  to  ex¬ 
plain  the  contents  of  a  welcome 
collection  of  most  valuable  and 
original,  unpublished  documents 
and  papers  gathered  by  him  in  fhe 
past  forty  years,  which  he  present¬ 
ed  to  our  Society,  with  his  good 
will  and  best  wishes. 

It  is  unnecessary  to  say  that 
this  collection  was  enthusiastically 
accepted,  and  these  papers  are  now 
safely  preserved,  and  greatly  en- 
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rich  our  store  of  historical  data, 

^ 

Our  Fall  Field  Day  in  1896  came 
on  the  29th  of  September,  and 
again  did  West  Brookfield  do  the 
honors  in  fine  style.  We  all  met 
at  the  Library  Hall  for  a  look  at 
their  collection  of  relics,  and  an 
hour  later  were  in  the  Congrega¬ 
tional  Church  listening  to  Mr. 
Hezekiah  Butterworth  of  Boston, 
whose  address  on  “Massasoit”  can 
best  be  described  by  the  word  “fas¬ 
cinating.”  I  remember  that  when 
I  was  introduced  to  him  in  the 
vestry  before  the  meeting,  he  told 
me  that  he  had  two  addresses  on 
“Massasoit”: —  one  quite  literal 
and  matter-of-fact,  while  the  other 
treated  the  subject  in  a  poetic  and 
imaginative  manner,  and  he  asked 
which  he  should  deliver.  Being  a 
Yankee,  I  answered  his  question 
by  asking  him  another^  namely, 
“Which  one  he  advised  ?”  And 
his  reply  was  that  he  saw  that  we 
had  a  large  number  of  school  chil¬ 
dren  from  West  Brookfield  and 
Warren  in  the  audience  he  would 
himself  prefer  the  latter  method 
of  treating  the  subject.  I  natur¬ 
ally  said  “Go  ahead,”  which  he  did 
to  our  great  delight.  It  was  charm¬ 
ing.  We  have  a  special  right  to 
be  interested  in  Massasoit,  the 
friend  of  the  white  man,  and  the 
father  of  King  Philip,  because  he 
lived  for  years  in  the  Quaboag 
District,  and  there  is  a  faint  tradi¬ 
tion  that  he  died  within  its  bound¬ 
aries. 


After  lunch  Rev,  Benson  M. 
Frink  of  West  Brookfield,  whose 
interest  in  our  Society  has  never 
flagged  from  the  beginning,  having 
been  the  first  one  outside  of  North 
Brookfield  approached  by  Mr.  Lar- 
kum  in  the  projected  organization, 
interested  us  all  greatly  in  his 
“Historical  Reminiscences  of  West 
Brookfield  ” 

When  the  indoor  exercises  were 
over  we  strolled  up  the  main  street 
a  little  distance  to  where  Mr.  Sum¬ 
ner  H.  Reed  located  for  us  the 
sites  of  “Fort  Gilbert”  and  the 
“Warding  Rocks.’’  We  all  rejoice 
that  the  former  spot  “Fort  Gilbert” 
is  now  marked  by  a  suitably  in¬ 
scribed  granite  block  secured  for 
us  the  following  year  in  large 
measure  by  our  indefatigable  mem¬ 
ber  Mr.  Carl  D.  Richardson.  Later 
on  Mr.  A.  W.  Smith  of  West 
Brookfield  pointed  out  his  location 
of  the  famous  old  “  Bay  Path.” 
That  was  a  day  well  spent  and 
valuable. 


North  Brookfield  again  had  the 
annual  meeting,  Dec.  8th,  1896,  for 
the  re-election  of  our  old  officers, 
and  an  address  on  “The  P'rench 
Revolution  as  viewed  by  Ameri¬ 
cans  of  the  Eighteenth  Century” 
by  Professor  Charles  D.  Hazen  of 
Smith  College.  It  proved  a  schol¬ 
arly  and  interesting  paper. 

It  certainly  was  a  pleasure  for 
us  all  to  meet  together  for  the 
first  time  in  the  beautiful,  new, 
stone  Tucker  Memorial  Church,  of 
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RESTING  PLACE  OF  THE  SIX  MEN  KILLED  BY  THE  INDIANS  IN  1710. 


which  our  fellow-member,  Rev.  J. 
J.  Spencer,  was  the  pastor. 

It  was  at  this  meeting  that  we 
made  the  wise  move  of  reducing 
the  number  of  our  meetings,  as 
already  noted,  to  three  in  the  year, 
instead  of  five  as  originally  planned 
and  the  change  has  apparently 
suited  everyone. 

We  now  welcomed  our  new  Vice 
President,  Hon.  E.  B.  Lynde  of 
West  Brookfield,  whom  we  had 


elected  to  succeed  Mr.  Wood. 

t ^ 

The  Spring  Field  Day  that  fol¬ 
lowed  came  in  Warren  on  the 
ninth  of  June,  1897.  I  remember 
that  it  rained  that  day  —  not 
sprinkled  but  rained — but  in  War¬ 
ren  one  forgets  about  bad  weather 
in  the  hospitable  greeting,  which 
on  this  occasion  was  made  espec¬ 
ially  cordial  and  considerate  to 
some  of  us  through  the  courtesy 


22 


shown  us  by  Vice-President  Fair- 
bank  in  his  own  home. 

We  viewed  the  collection  of 
relics  in  the  Library  Hall,  and 
spent  the  forenoon  agreeably  and 
profitably  in  the  Congregational 
Church,  hearing  about  “King 
Philip”  from  the  Rev.  Geo  M. 
Bodge  of  Leominster 

The  afternoon  exercises  in  the 
church  which  followed  the  lunch 
in  the  chapel  were  varied  and  in¬ 
teresting.  Mr.  Levi  Chase  of 
Sturbridge  told  us  of  “The  Earli¬ 
est  Connecticut  Path,”  and  “Steer¬ 
age  rock”  was  charmingly  described 
by  Mrs.  M.  A.  Tarbell  of  Brimfield, 
while  the  whole  was  capped  by 
Rev.  W.  B.  Forbush’s  witty  and 
clever  little  talk  on  “The  Queen 
of  the  Quaboag.”  which  was  the 
pleasing  title  he  gave  to  Warren. 

In  the  fall,  at  New  Braintree’s 
invitation  we  gladly  hitched  up 
our  teams  to  drive  over  our  beauti¬ 
ful  Worcester  County  hills  to  see 
what  good  things  they  had  pro¬ 
vided.  It  was  a  rare  day,  that 
eighth  of  September,  1897,  and  all 
hands  turned  out.  I  guess  it  was 
the  largest  procession  that  section 
of  our  district  ever  saw,  and  every¬ 
body  was  greatly  pleased. 

Our  meeting  place  was  at  the 
bridge  over  Sucker  Brook  near  the 
Cooney  House,  and  that  gave  us 
the  chance  to  learn  from  Vice 
President  Wm.  Bowdoin  the  his¬ 
tory  and  location  of  the  famous 
“Ditch”  which  gave  its  name  to 


the  Ditch  Meadow  near  by,  and 
which  proved  that  there  were  nat¬ 
ural  born  engineers  two  hundred 
years  ago,  and  energetic  men  with¬ 
al.  While  there,  the  “Old  P'ort” 
and  the  “Barnes  House’7  were  also 
located  for  us  by  Mr.  Bowdoin. 

Then  the  cavalcade  took  up  its 
line  of  march,  and  over  the  hills 
we  went,  finally  dropping  down 
into  the  beautiful  Ware  River 
Valley  by  the  Massachusetts  Cen¬ 
tral  Railroad,  where  in  time  we 
reached  the  site  of  the  “Four  Acre 
Island,”  so  called,  where  Ephraim 
Curtis  in  1675  “parleyed  with  the 
Indians”  just  a  few  days  before 
the  Wheeler  Surprise.  It  was  but 
a  short  distance  thence  through 
some  fields  to  a  most  romantic 
spot  on  the  bank  of  the  Ware 
River  where  in  1675  the  Indians 
had  an  important  village  with  barns 
for  the  storage  of  corn — on  the 
silo  principle,  I  take  it. 

We  were  now  ready  for  that 
famous  green  corn  (not  on  the  silo 
principle)  for  which  New  Brain¬ 
tree  of  today  is  famous;  so  we 
climbed  her  hills  and  in  due  sea¬ 
son  were  assembled  round  her 
hospitable  board  indulging  in  the 
good  things  of  life. 

Mr.  Caleb  A.  Wall  of  Worcester 
was  the  speaker,  and  his  theme 
was  “Town  Patriotism,”  which 
was  truly  the  “carrying  of  coals  to 
Newcastle’''  for  Quaboag’s  towns 
are  brimming  over  with  it. 

The  day  had  an  added  import¬ 
ance  in  that  it  brought  back  to  us 
in  active  membership  our  Presi- 
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dent  of  today,  Governor  Chamber- 
lain,  who  to  our  great  good  for¬ 
tune  had  returned  to  live  in  his 
old  home  in  West  Brookfield. 

& 

Brookfield  took  the  Annual 
meeting  on  the  special  and  unus¬ 
ual  date  of  Jan.  8,  1898,  the  exer¬ 
cises  being  held  in  the  afternoon 
in  the  Unitarian  Church  as  here¬ 
tofore.  You  were  kind  enough  to 
unanimously  re-elect  the  old  board 
of  officers,  and  the  annual  reports 
of  the  Clerk  and  Treasurer  con¬ 
tained  nothing  but  good  news. 

In  the  speaker  of  the  day,  Gen¬ 
eral  Curtis  Guild.  Jr.,  I  welcomed 
an  old  schoolmate  and  warm  per¬ 
sonal  friend,  and  I  was  glad  to  see 
that  his  spirited  and  eloquent  ad¬ 
dress  on  ‘-Citizenship”  gave  great 
pleasure  to  our  members. 

The  social  hour  which  followed 
gave  us,  as  always,  the  opportunity 
to  greet  old  friends  and  make  new 
ones. 

<£$* 

Now  for  the  first  time  North 
Brookfield  had  a  Field  Day,  being 
well  satisfied  with  its  date  of  June 
1 8th,  1898,  and  thus  being  able  to 
prove  that  it  was  not  always  win¬ 
ter  in  that  town. 

We  met  together  half  way  be¬ 
tween  North  Brookfield  and  East 
Brookfield  on  the  site  of  the  old 
Woolcott  House,  which  stood  on 
the  road  which  was  formerly  called 
the  King’s  Highway,  running  from 
Boston  to  Springfield,  where  our 
fellow-member,  IW.  J.  J.  Spencer, 


of  North  Brookfield,  gave  a  capital 
address  on  the  theme  suggested 
by  the  house  and  road. 

Driving  a  little  distance  over  the 
old  King’s  Highway*  and  then 
branching  northward  we  soon 
reached  “the  North”  as  it  is  often 
called. 

We  took  lunch  in  the  social 
rooms  of  the  Tucker  Memorial 
Church,  but  the  exercises  of  the 
afternoon  were  held  in  the  First 
Church,  facing  the  green.  All 
were  naturally  disappointed  in  not 
hearing  Professor  John  Fiske,  who 
was  to  have  been  our  speaker  of 
the  afternoon,  but  we  were  fortun¬ 
ate  in  having  Rev.  Edward  G.  Por¬ 
ter  of  Ashmont,  but  formerly  of 
Lexington,  tell  us  of  “the  Battle  of 
Lexington;”  while  in  listening  to 
the  address  of  Rev.  Charles  G. 
Ames  of  Boston  on  ‘  The  Uses  of 
History,”  we  were  conscious  of  be¬ 
ing  offered  a  veritable  treat  of  wit, 
eloquence  and  profound  thought. 

&  tl* 

Owing  to  circumstances  quite 
beyond  control,  the  P'all  Field  Day 
of  ’98,  scheduled  for  September  of 
that  year  at  West  Brookfield, 
could  not  be  held,  and  so  it  was 
put  over  till  June  of  1899. 


Warren  took  the  annual  meeting 
of  Dec.  6th,  1898,  where  we  were 
privileged  to  listen  to  a  remarkably 
able  paper  by  our  fellow  member 
Governor  Daniel  H.  Chamberlain 
on  “Imperialism,  Historically  and 
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Otherwise  Considered,”  which  was 
called  out  by  the  remarkable  re¬ 
sults  in  the  Orient  growing  out  of 
the  Spanish-American  War  of  that 
year.  The  subject  was  treated  in 
the  broadest  manner,  with  the 
highest  patriotism  and  stateman- 
ship,  from  the  standpoint  of  the 
anti-imperialist. 

Following  Governor  Chamber- 
lain  was  a  short  paper  on  “Wor¬ 
cester  County  in  Hawaii”  by  Rev. 
,\V.  B.  Oleson  of  Worcester,  now  of 


imperialistic  and  expansionist  step. 

We  are  now  brought  to  the  year 
1899,  and  to  our  Spring  Field  Day, 
June  29th,  in  West  Brookfield, 
where  the  arrangements  were  in 
the  strong  hands  of  Messrs.  Cham¬ 
berlain,  Lynde,  Richardson  and 
Shackley. 

Meeting  as  usual  in  Library 
Hall  with  its  historic  collectTon, 
we  soon  adjourned  to  the  Congre- 


SITE  OF  THE  WOOLCOTT  HOME, 


Warren,  and  it  struck  me  as  an 
odd  coincidence  that  in  describing 
the  development  of  Hawaii,  under 
the  guidance  of  a  handful  of  Amer¬ 
icans,  from  savagery  to  civilization 
and  good  government,  now  crowned 
with  incorporation  into  the  United 
States,  that  Governor  Chamber¬ 
lain’s  own  uncle,  after  whom  he 
was  named,  should  have  been  one 
of  the  pioneers  in  that  distinctly 


gational  Church  to  enjoy  the  ad¬ 
dress  on  “Shay’s  Rebellion,”  by 
Professor  Anson  D.  Morse  of  Am¬ 
herst  College.  The  fact  that  the 
notorious  Shays  lived  for  a  time 
in  the  Quaboag  District  made  the 
subject  especially  interesting,  and 
we  were  fortunate  in  having  it  so 
ably  and  entertainingly  treated. 

After  lunch,  we  drove  about  the 
town  to  see  the  various  notable 
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buildings  and  sites  which  had  been 
carefully  marked  by  Governor 
Chamberlain  for  our  benefit,  and 
also  made  a  little  pilgrimage  to 
Foster  Hill  to  refresh  our  memor¬ 
ies  of  the  well-marked  spots  for 
which  it  is  famous. 

The  afternoon  exercises  were 
varied  and  delightful.  Our  friend 
from  New  Braintree,  Hon.  Geo. 
K.  Tufts,  read  a  most  interesting 
paper  on  ‘‘Old  Town  Records,” 
showing  their  value  to  us  today. 
The  History  of  the  meeting  house 
of  West  Brookfield  gave  us  the 
welcome  opportunity  of  listening 
to  Hon.  E.  B.  Lynde  of  that  town. 
Then  followed  a  brief  talk  from 
Mr.  Walter  Allen  of  New  Haven, 
whom  we  heartily  welcomed,  not 
only  as  a  speaker,  but  as  a  summer 
visitor  to  New  Braintree. 

The  afternoon  was  closed  with  a 
perfect  rush  of  wit  and  off-hand 
brilliancy  by  Rev.  Leander  T. 
Chamberlain,  whose  well-remem¬ 
bered  address  in  ’95,  I  place  in  my 
mind  as  the  standard  by  which  to 
judge  our  historical  addresses  of 
the  past,  present  and  future.  We 
all  hated  to  have  Dr.  Chamberlain 
stop,  we  hoped  that  like  the  brook 
he  would  “run  on  forever.” 

It  was  in  the  September  just 
past,  on  the  twelfth  day  of  the 
month,  I  believe,  that  our  last  Field 
Day  meeting  was  held.  New  Brain¬ 
tree  was  the  host;  and  we  had,  as 
always,  a  right  good  time.  As  the 
location  of  Wheeler’s  Surprise  was 
still  undecided,  it  was  proper  that 


we  should  gather  at  the  Sucker 
Brook  below  the  Pepper  Housey 
and  piloted  by  Mr,  James  E.  Barr, 
drive  into  the  fields  so  as  to  get  a 
full  view  of  the  site  selected  by 
Mr.  Temple,  the  historian,  and 
Governor  Chamberlain  as  the  scene 
of  the  Wheeler  Surprise. 

Then  we  drove  to  the  Wenimis- 
set  Meadows,  stopping  at  various 
interesting  points  to  view  the  site 
selected  by  most  New  Braintree 
authorities  of  today,  and  also  by 
Gen.  Rufus  Putnam  over  a  hun¬ 
dred  years  ago,  as  the  location  of 
that  encounter. 

After  a  fine  drive  we  found  our¬ 
selves  at  the  Town  Hall  perfectly 
ready  for  the  lunch  which  never 
yet  has  failed  us. 

The  afternoon  exercises  were 
wholly  connected  with  the  location 
of  the  Wheeler  Surprise,  or  Mass¬ 
acre,  or  Ambuscade,  as  it  is  vari¬ 
ously  called. 

It  may  be  remembered  that  in 
1895,  almost  the  first  business  of 
our  Society  had  been  to  appoint  a 
committee  consisting  of  Messrs. 
Geo.  H.  Larkum,  Wm.  Bowdoin, 
and  Carl  D.  Richardson  to  care¬ 
fully  examine  the  disputed  points 
and  make  a  report  of  their  findings. 
At  this  meeting  they  made  their 
report,  stating  that  they  believed 
the  Wenimisset  Meadows  to  be 
the  site  of  the  Wheeler  Surprise. 
F"or  this  site  spoke  Messrs.  Geo. 
H.  Larkum,  Wm.  Bowdoin,  Geo. 
K.  Tufts  and  E.  B.  Lynde.  The 
other  site  had  for  its  champion, 
Governor  Daniel  H.  Chamberlain, 
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who  presented  his  views  in  a  paper 
marked  by  the  closest  reasoning 
and  most  careful  analysis 

When  I  recommend  that  our 
Society  publish  papers  of  local  in¬ 
terest  I  have  in  mind  just  such 
splendid  efforts  as  this  one  proved 
to  be. 

No  vote  was  taken  upon  the  de¬ 
bated  question  as  to  the  where¬ 
abouts  of  the  Wheeler  Surprise, 
and  if  still  remains  an  open  one  as 
far  as  the  official  action  of  the  So¬ 
ciety  is  concerned 

^ 

I  fear  that  I  have  wearied  you 
with  this  chronicle  of  our  meet¬ 
ings,  all  of  which  is  carefully  set 
forth  in  our  Clerk’s  Records,  but 
I  feel  proud  of  what  we  have  done 
in  the  short  five  years,  and  that 
must  be  my  excuse  for  referring  to 
it  at  such  length. 

So  much  for  the  past,  what  of 
the  future?  What  remains  for  us 
to  do?  We  may  as  well  admit  at 
the  start  that  our  Society  has  been 
very  deliberate  in  carrying  out 
certain  desirable  things.  A  great 
many  historic  spots  yet  remain  to 
be  appropriately  marked  by  stone 
or  tablet.  All  of  the  five  towns 
possess  such  spots.  A  few  come 
to  me  instantly,  such  as  the  site  of 
the  old  Woolcott  House,  the  King’s 
Highway  between  North  and  East 
Brookfield,  Warding  Rocks  in 
West  .  Brookfield,  the  sites  of  Gen¬ 
eral  Putnam’s  House  and  the  First 
Meeting  House  in  North  Brook¬ 
field,  the  Ditch  Meadow,  the  Old 


Fort,  the  Barnes  House,  Four- 
Acre  Island  and  the  site  of  the 
Indian  village  and  barns  in  New 
Braintree;  various  old  burying 
grounds,  and  other  places  of  note 
that  will  readily  come  to  your 
minds. 

Here  is  an  inexpensive  and  high¬ 
ly  desirable  work  for  each  Branch 
to  undertake,  carrying  it  out  grad¬ 
ually,  of  course,  so  as  not  to  have 
it  prove  burdensome. 

I  have  already  spoken  of  the  de¬ 
sirability  of  the  Society  authorizing 
the  Board  of  Directors  to  publish 
and  distribute  to  the  members  from 
time  to  time  valuable  papers  of 
local  interest  which  have  been  de¬ 
livered  before  us.  This  also  ought 
to  be  done  gradually. 

Then  we  could  arrange  no  doubt 
for  an  occasional  Field  Day  to  be 
spent  by  the  Society,  not  in  one 
of  our  towns,  but  perhaps  in  an  ad¬ 
joining  town  like  Sturbridge  or 
Spencer  or  Ware;  and  we  can,  if 
we  see  fit,  be  more  ambitious  still 
and  arrange  for  excursions  by 
special  trams  to  towns  of  great 
historic  interest,  such  as  Plymouth, 
Salem,  and  Lexington  and  Con¬ 
cord,  and  possibly  to  the  Deerfield 
Valley,  in  all  of  which  places  there 
are  Societies  like  our  own,  whose 
officers  would  doubtless  be  glad  to 
put  us  in  the  way  of  seeing  every¬ 
thing  of  interest,  and  advising  us 
as  to  methods,  and  ways  and 
means. 

Of  course  such  trips  would  in¬ 
volve  much  effort  on  the  part  of 
the  officers,  and  also  expense  to 
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each  member  taking  them;  but  I 
feel  sure  they  are  feasible,  and 
well  worth  thinking  about,  and 
planning  for. 

Another  thing.  Can  we  not 
stimulate  an  increased  interest  in 
our  Society  among  the  young  men 
and  women  of  our  towns,  more 
than  we  have  done  thus  far?  We 
ought  to  get  in  a  couple  hundred 
additional  such  members  right 
away. 

We  must  continue  to  keep  close¬ 
ly  in  touch  with  the  schools.  One 
of  the  best  features  of  our  meet¬ 
ings  has  been  the  attendance  at 
almost  every  one  of  them  of  classes 
from  the  High  and  Grammar 
schools;  who  have  added  greatly  to 
the  exercises  by  their  singing,  as 
well  as  by  their  presence. 

The  Directors  will  welcome  I 
know  any  suggestions  from  mem¬ 
bers  for  extending  our  work,  or 
enlarging  our  usefulness;  and  it  is 
to  be  hoped  that  everyone  will  feel 
at  liberty  to  offer  advice  and  plans 
looking  to  that  end. 


We  can  all  feel  proud  of  our 
steady  growth  in  [  numbers  from 
one  hundred  at  the  start,  but  five 
years  ago,  to  our  roll  today  of  five 
hundred  and  thirty  members,  which 
places  us  among  the  large  histori¬ 
cal  societies  of  the  state. 


And  now  in  closing  I  wish  to 
thank  my  fellow-officers  for  [their 
unswerving  loyalty  and  abiding 
enthusiasm,  and  also  to  express 
the  acknowledgments  of  the  Di¬ 
rectors  to”  the  many  members  of 
our  Branches  who  have  done  so 
much*  by  service  on  their  local 
committees  on  reception,  music 
and  refreshment  to  make  the  soc¬ 
ial  features  of  our  meetings  so 
successful  and  helpful. 

The  Quaboag  Historical  Society 
has  always  been  a  veritable  happy 
family;  and  that  it  will  always  re¬ 
main  so,  and  also  continually  en¬ 
large  its  field  of  work  and  useful¬ 
ness  is  my  profound  belief  and 
most  sincere  wish. 


Quaboag  Historical  Society, 
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Clark,  Mrs.  Samuel  A  , 

Knight^  Mrs.  Daniel 
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Gates,  Mrs.  F.  H. 

Childs,  Mrs.  Harry  D. 
Burrill.  Alfred 
Nichols,  Mrs.  Addie 
Rogers,  J.  R. 

Sampson,  Mrs.  W.  H 
Gleason,  J.  L.  H. 

Foster,  Miss  M.  P. 

Dexter,  Mrs  E.  Isabel 
Walley,  Mrs.  Wm. 

Gleason,  Wm  B. 

Ranger,  Mrs.  Kate  N. 
Bishop,  Mrs.  M.  B. 

Graves,  Mrs.  Geo.  E. 
Batcheller,  Chas.  E. 
Thompson,  Mrs.  W.J. 

Hobbs,  Mrs.  Mary  E. 
Stockbridge,  Mrs.  Jennie  B. 
Bryant,  Mrs.  J.  Wesley 
Bartlett,  Dr.  H.  P. 

Bartlett,  Mrs,  H.  P. 

Bartlett,  Lucy 
Dewing,  Mr.  John  B 
Dewing,  Mrs.  Susan  Bucklin 
Gammell,  Rev.  S.  D. 
Gammell,  Mrs.  S.  D. 

Mason,  Mrs.  Kate 
Meacham,  Miss  Luthera 
Prouty  Dr.  Albert  H. 

Sewall,  Rev.  John  L. 

Sewall,  Mrs.  John  L. 
Stoddard,  Miss  Susan 
Drake,  Milo  F. 

Walker,  R.  W. 

Walker,  Mrs.  R.  W. 
Stoddard,  Miss  Adelaide 
Whiting,  W.  H. 

Kimball,  Joseph 
Maxwell,  C.  F.,  Mrs. 
Maxwell,  C.  F. 

Jenks,  Geo.  A. 

Jenks.  Mrs  Geo.  A. 

Bigelow,  Miss  Jennie 
Bates  Mrs.  T.  C. 

Batcheller,  Mrs.  Francis 
Bush,  H.  E. 

Bush,  Mrs.  H.  E. 

Prouty,  Dwight 
Prouty,  Mrs.  Dwight 


Corbin,  Ernest  D. 

Witt,  Chas.  H. 

Witt,  Mrs.  Chas.  H. 

Parkman,  Alfred 
Parkman,  Mrs.  Alfred 
Corbin,  Mrs.  Ernest  D. 

Gilbert,  Miss  Catherine 
Francis,  Simonds 

Brookfield  Branch* 

Walsh,  Rev.  W.  L. 

Thompson,  Mrs.  Clara  S 
Cheney,  J.  P. 

Snow,  Dr.  A.  V. 

Gass,  L.  H.  R. 

Hamilton,  H.  W. 

Johnson,  Geo.  W. 

Butterworth,  A.  S. 

Butterworth,  Mrs.  H.  L 
Blanchard,  Miss  Alice 
Mellen,  Walter  B. 

Sherman,  Levi 
Sherman,  Mrs.  Levi 
Sherman,  Dr.  Mary  A. 

Parks,  A.  D.,  Deceased 

Parks,  Miss  Francis  A.,  Deceased 

Lewis,  Katherine  K. 

Crosby,  H.  V. 

Prouty,  Frank  E. 

Gerald,  Hiram  P. 

Gerald,  Mrs.  Mary 
Livermore,  John 
Livermore,  Mrs.  Mary 
Goodell.  E.  D. 

Goodell,  Mrs.  E.  D. 

Bemis,  Oscar 
Bemis,  Mrs.  Oscar 
Sprague,  Emma 
Warner,  Thomas 
Mulcahy,  John 
Ludden,  Dr.  E. 

Ludden,  Mrs.  E 
Hobbs,  Miss  Eliza 
Gass,  Mrs.  Lizzie 
Cook,  Wm,  E. 

Cook,  Mrs.  Wm.  E. 

Wight,  Stanly  G. 

Wight,  Mrs,  Stanly  G. 

Hale,  E.  B. 


3i 


Hale,  Mrs.  E,  B. 

Holcomb,  Oscar 
Holcomb,  Mrs.  Mary 
Lewis.  Joseph 
Clute,  Mrs.  H.  A. 

Grover,  James  M. 

Grover,  Mrs.  James  M. 
Franquer,  F,  F. 

Colburn,  Mrs.  Ernest 
Ormsby,  Mrs.  C.  M. 

Rice,  Miss  Adlyne 
Blanchard,  Rev.  E.  B. 

King,  H.  J 
King,  Mrs.  H.  J. 

Cottle,  Mrs.  H.  E. 

Cottle,  H.  E. 

May,  Miss  Alice  May 
Stone,  Miss  Lizzie 
Rice,  H.  W. 

Tucker,  Dwight  G. 

Tucker,  Mrs.  D.  G. 

Fitts,  S.  A., 

Irwin,  Miss  Ethel 
Irwin,  Mrs.  Anna 
Albee,  William  H. 

Albee,  Mrs.  Clara  S. 

Gay,  Chas.  P. 

Gay,  Mrs.  Chas.  P., 

Hyde,  Martha  M. 

Rice,  Mrs.  B.  F. 

Rice,  B.  F. 

East  Brookfield  Branch* 

Hodgkins,  Mrs.  M.  A. 
Stoddard,  E.  H. 

Stoddard,  Miss  J.  F. 

Howe,  John  M. 

Howe,  Sarah  A. 

Corlis,  Jas.  M. 

Corlis,  Mrs.  Sarah  E.  F. 
Bannister,  Freeman 
Bannister,  Addie  C. 

Childs,  Rev.  J.  B. 

Cole,  Fanny  N. 

Grover.  Mary  E. 

Gleason,  H.  L. 

Cole,  Alice  Ray 
Childs,  Mrs.  J.  B. 


Grant,  Robert  P. 

Grant,  Rida  L.  T. 

Howe,  Belle  A 
Keith,  William  G. 

Keith,  Miller 
Lefavonr,  John  H. 

Befavour,  Mrs.  Mary  R. 

Lemond.  Bird  B. 

Sime,  William  D. 

Tarbell,  W.  E. 

Tarbell,  Augusta 
Thomas,  Henry  F. 

Thomas,  Jennie  M. 

Thomas,  Lizzie  M. 

Vizard,  William  J. 

Vizard,  Lulu  R. 

Upham,  W.  R. 

Upham,  Mrs.  W.  R. 

Cole,  Mrs.  S.  S. 

Howe,  Wilson  T. 

Drake,  A.  H. 

Drake,  Mrs.  A.  H. 

Doane,  P.  S. 

Doane,  P.  S.  Mrs. 

Gleason,  Willis 

West  Brookfield  Branch. 

Thompson,  L.  V.  Deceased 

Barnes,  Mabel  L. 

Frink,  Rev.  B.  M. 

Frink,  Mrs.  Mae.  E. 

Reed,  Sumner  H. 

Dixon.  Edward 

Gilbert,  Calvin  E.  Deceased 

Holmes,  Philander 
Holmes,  Mrs.  Mary 
Coolidge,  Geo.  H. 

Wood,  Joseph  T.  Ware.  Mass 
Wood,  Mrs,  Josephine  Ware,  Mass 
Blair,  Mariana 

Blodgett,  Dr.  A.  G.  Ware,  Mass. 
Blodgett,  Mrs.  A.  G.  Ware,  Mass. 
Blodgett,  Carolyn  E.  Ware,  Mass 
Gilbert,  Vernon  P. 

Lincoln,  David  F.  Deceased 

Converse,  Eli  M. 

Converse,  Mrs.  E.  M. 

White,  Samuel  N.  Deceased 
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White,  Alice  J. 

White,  Alfred  C. 

Shackley,  John  G. 

Shackley,  Mrs  Ella 
Eaton,  Joseph 
Allen,  Charles  H. 

Allen,  Mrs.  Chas.  H. 

Allen,  William  H. 

Allen,  Mrs.  William  H. 

Fales,  George  H. 

Fales,  Mrs.  George  H. 

Stebbins,  David  S. 

Woods,  A.  Frank 
Blair,  Mrs.  Warren  A. 

Blair,  Warren  A. 

Brown,  Mrs.  Hammond 
Knowlton,  Mrs.  C.  G. 

Bill  ,Dr.  Clement  F. 

Bill,  Mrs.  C.  E. 

Knowlton,  Thos.  G. 

Lynde,  E.  B. 

Wood,  Minot  C.  Ware 
Barnes,  Mrs.  Harrison 
Olmstead,  Chauncy  L. 

Perry,  Chas.  B., 

Perry,  Mrs.  Chas.  B. 

Sherman,  Myron  W.  Deceased 
Sherman,  Mrs.  M.  W. 

Clark,  Charles  H. 

Wilbur,  Edwin 
Wilbur,  Mrs.  Edwin 
Blake,  Dr.  Chas.  A. 

Aiken,  Benj.  P. 

Gould,  T.  Elmer 
Gould,  Mrs.  T.  E. 

Henshaw,  Chas.  B. 

Olmstead,  Otto  B. 

Southworth  I.  M. 

Southworth,  Mrs.  I.  M. 

Stone,  Harry  J. 

Stone,  Mrs.  Harry  J. 

Makepeace,  Mrs.  A.  N. 

Stone,  George  W. 

Stone,  Mrs.  George  W. 

Fairbanks,  Dwight 
Fairbanks,  Mrs.  Dwight 
Foster  Miss  Nellie 
Messinger,  George 
Messinger,  Mrs.  George 


Richardson,  C.  D. 

Richardson,  Mrs.  C.  D. 

Rockwell  R.  E. 

Rockwell,  Mrs.  R.  E. 

Jennings,  Mrs.  G..  S. 

Blair,  Grace 
Conway,  John  A. 

Conway,  Mrs.  Mary 
Cushman,  O.  R. 

Weeden,  H.  J. 

Smith,  A  W., 

Watson,  Chas.  K. 

Watson,  Mrs.  Chas.  K. 

Barnes,  Wm.  H. 

Fullam,  Mrs.  L. 

Clark,  Mrs.  C.  H. 

Tyler,  Dwight 
Tyler,  Mrs.  Dwight 
White,  Mrs.  S.  N. 

Risley,  C.  A. 

Risley,  Mrs.  C.  A. 

Hunt,  Edmund  G  Deceased 

Davis,  Mrs  H.  W. 

Foster,  Miss  Mary 
Wilbur,  Miss  C.  E. 

Lynde,  Miss  Mary  F. 

Allen,  Seth 

Kendrick,  Miss  Mary  B. 

Houghton,  Mrs.  Nellie  S. 
Houghton,  Walter 
Richardson,  Myron  A. 

Adams,  Sanford  Deceased 

Dixon,  Mrs.  Edward 
Blake,  Mrs.  Chas.  A. 

Robinson  E.  H. 

Robinson,  Mrs.  E.  H. 

Smith,  W.  M. 

Beals,  A.  W. 

Beals.  Mrs.  A.  W. 

Huntington,  Dec.  Chas. 
Huntington,  Mrs.  Chas. 
Chamberlain,  Julian 
Beeman,  L.  S. 

Lincoln,  Wm.  E. 

Chamberlain,  Lyman  H. 

Gaylord,  Rev.  J.  H. 

Gaylord,  Mrs.  J.  H. 

Gray,  Rev.  O.  L. 

Aiken,  Mrs.  Benj  P. 
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Warren  Branch* 

Hitchcock,  Mary  G. 
Hitchcock,  D.  G. 
Hitchcock,  Julia  M. 
Burbank,  Mary  C. 

Bliss,  Harlan  P. 

Bliss,  Mrs,  M.  D. 
Hastings,  Dr.  J.  W. 
Hastings  Mrs.  J.  W. 
Aborn,  Geo.  P. 

Aborn.  Maud  N. 

Moore,  Miss  Mary  R. 
Shepard,  Chas.  N. 
Shepard,  Mrs.  C,  N. 
Underwood,  Haskell 
Moore,  I.  E. 

Shumway,  Geo.  A. 
Shumway  Mrs.  G.  A. 
Chadsey,  Edith 
Demond,  Mrs.  L.  E. 
Cutler,  Miss  Ellen  F. 
Day,  E.  Allen 
Day,  Mrs.  E.  Allen 
Underwood,  H.  M. 
Patrick,  W.  E. 

Patrick,  Ella  F., 

Lincoln  Mrs.  Albert  W. 
DeLuce,  Miss  Leila 
Fairbank,  W.  H., 
Fairbank,  Mrs.  Mary 
Richardson,  Mrs.  M.  M. 
Chadsey,  Mrs.  J.  W. 
Hastings  J.  G. 

Gleason,  F.  E. 

Gleason,  Mrs.  F.  E. 

Burt,  Alfred  W. 

Blair,  Miss  Margaret  M. 
Phelps,  Dr.  O.  W. 

Phelps,  Mrs.  O.  W. 
Bridges,  Geo.  C. 

Moore,  N.  R. 

Moore,  Mrs.  N.  R. 

Ellis, 'H.  S. 

Ellis,  Mrs.  H.  S. 
Lombard,  J.  Edward 
Moore,  A,  L. 

Moody,  Joshua 
Moody,  Mrs.  Joshua 


Morse,  I.  Walter 
Burroughs,  Marcus 
Burroughs  Mrs.  M. 
Underw  >od:  Mrs.  H. 
DeLavalle,  Geo.  P. 
DeLavalle.  Mrs.  Geo.  P. 
Cutter,  S.  N. 

Jenks,  W.  A. 

Walker,  C.  H. 

Howe,  H.  S. 

Newton,  Mrs.  J.  M. 
Benson  C.  A. 

Winslow,  K. 

Shumway,  A.  E. 

Stearns,  F.  P. 

Stearns,  C.  V. 

Whitney,  Mrs.  M.  E. 
Blair,  C.  B. 

Blair,  Mrs.  C.  B. 

Kelly,  W.  H. 

Burroughs,  H.  R. 
Burroughs,  Mrs.  H.  R. 
Crosby,  Lyman 
Crosby,  Mrs.  Lyman 
Warriner  A.  A. 
Warriner,  Mrs.  A.,  A. 
Campell,  J.  M. 

Campell,  Mrs.  J.  M. 
Fairbanks,  Mrs.  Ed. 
Cutter,  Mrs.  Lillie  M. 
Cutter,  Miss.E.  E. 

Bay,  Herbert  A. 

Day,  Mrs.  Effie  M. 
Ramsdell,  Miss  J. 
Taylor,  W.  F. 

Kimball,  F.  W. 

Kimball,  Mrs.  F.  W. 
Butterworth  E.  W. 
Carpenter,  H.  B. 

Foskit,  E.  L. 

Foskit,  Mrs.  E.  L. 
Sawyer,  E.  C. 

Sawyer,  Mrs.  E.  C. 

Blair,  Miss  Laura 
Comins,  Mrs.  C.  H. 
Cutler,  Dr.  J.  C. 
Makepeace,  Miss  A.  J. 
DeLand,  Dr.  C.  A. 
DeLand,  Mrs.  C.  A. 


Deceased 
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Tucker;  Mr.  E.  P. 

Miller,  James  E. 

Miller,  Mrs.  James  E. 
Underwood,  Mrs.  E.  A 
Barlow,  Fred 
Barlow,  Mrs.  Fred 
Bridges,  Mrs.  L.  N 
Robinson,  Albert 
Buck,  Dr.  E.  J. 

Buck,  Mrs.  E.  J. 

Nichols,  F.  E. 

Nichols  Mrs.  F.  E. 

Perkins,  Dr.  C.  E. 

Perkins,  Mrs.  C.  E. 

Harwood,  F.  L. 

Bennett,  Mr.  H.  H. 

Kenny,  Miss  S.  E. 

Fisher,  Rev.  T.  A. 

Strickland,  R.  C. 

Strickland.  Mrs.  R.  C. 
Canning,  Wm.  P. 

Canning,  Mrs.  Wm.  P. 

Stone,  Mrs.  Phebel 
Martin,  Thos.  C. 

Shipman,  Mrs.  A.  D. 

Adams,  Mrs.  J.  H. 

Warren,  Mrs.  F.  P. 

Gould.  Lina 
Skerry,  Mrs.  Jennie  E. 

Miller,  Mrs.  J.  E. 

Miller,  James  E. 

Tidd,  Mrs.  M.  Louise 
Tidd,  Homer  A. 

Demond,  Miss  Helen  Kyes 
Gilbert,  Emma  L, 

Tucker,  Mrs.  E.  P. 

New  Braintree  Branch* 

Moore,  Horatio 
Gleason,  Charles 
Tufts,  George  K. 

Bowdoin,  William 
Barr,  J.  E. 

Utley,  Miss  Helen 
Crawford,  Florence 
Tufts,  Mrs.  A.  M. 

Wetherell,  C.  D. 

Havens,  E.  L. 

Barr,  Mrs.  Lizzie 


Moore,  Mrs.  Emma 
Bowdoin,  Lizzie 
Bowdoin,  Mrs.  H.  N 
Bush,  Carrie  F. 

Pollard,  Mrs.  H.  L. 

Forbes,  John  B. 

Barr,  Mrs.  D.  G. 

Barlow,  Fred  C. 

Barlow,  Mrs.  Fred  C. 

Gray,  W.  W. 

Gray,  Mrs.  Wm.  W. 

Webb,  J.  Thomas 
Webb,  Mrs.  Thomas 
Barlow,  H.  H.  Gilbertville 
Hunter,  Mrs.  J.  P. 

Utley,  Mrs.  J.  P. 

Honorary  Members. 

Hoar,  Hon.  Geo.  F.  Worcester 
Kingsley,  Elbridge  Pladley 
Mead,  Edwin  D.  Boston 
Green,  Dr.  Samuel  A.,  Boston 
Butterworth,  H.  Q.  Boston 
Hale,  Rev.  E.  E.  Boston 
Whiting,  Rev.  Lyman  East  Charle- 
mont  Mass. 

Chamberlain,  Hon.  Daniel  H.  West 
Brookfield 

Chamberlain,  Rev.  L.  T.,  New  York 
City 

Tomblen,  Rev.  C/L-,  Ashland,  Mass 
Homans,  Dr.  John  Boston 
Barton,  Edmund  M.,  Worcester 
Blair,  Frank  West  Brookfield 
Blair,  Mrs.  Frank  W.,  West  Brook¬ 
field 

Ruggles,  Hon.  Henry  Norwich, 
Connecticut 

Goodell,  Rev.  Chas.  L.,  Boston 

Corresponding  Members* 

Moore,  Henry  M.,  Boston 
Potter,  Whipple  N.  Boston 
Forbes,  S.  D.  Wilmington,  Delaware 
Hubbard,  Mary  B..  Boston  “The 
Warren”  Boston  Highlands 
Newell, ‘Mary  Brookline 
Dwight,  Henry  W.,  Boston 
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Rockwell,  Mrs.  Charles  B.  Bristol, 
Rhode  Island. 

Hunt,  Mrs.  Harriet,  H.,  Amherst 
Allen,  Mrs.  Grace  Weston.  New  Ha¬ 
ven,  Connecticut 
Wells,  D.  W.  Hatfield 
Waite,  Miss  Emma  F.,  Worcester 
Clark,  Mrs.  Rebecca  F.,  Worcester 


Sampson,  Osborne 
Sampson,  Mrs.  Alice  B.  Beloit,  Wis¬ 
consin 

Tarbell,  Miss  Brimfield, 

Arnold,  Mrs.  Tirzah  S:,  No.  81  Da¬ 
vis  Ave.  Brookline  Mass 
Miller,  Harry  L.  Worcester 


Lithomount 
Pamphlet 
Binder 
Gaylord  Bros 
Makers 
Syracuse,  N.  Y.  i 
PAT.  JAN  21,  1908  W 
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